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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Date / Time Event Information 

 Thu, Mar 11 Shop at Wilson Farms Day A great way to help Bridge earn cash 

back from the day's sales! 

 Thu, Mar 11 

12:30-1:30pm 

Chess Club ð first of 10 classes Learn a great game of strategy and 

problem solving.  Go to page 2 for info. 

 Thu, Mar 11 

6:00-8:00pm 

Bridge School Science Night Donõt miss a fun night of projects!  

See page 2. 

 Thu, Mar 11 

7:00-8:00pm 

All-School Kindergarten 

Orientation at Bowman 

Elementary School 

Find out all you need to know about 

starting kindergarten in the fall! 

 Mon, Mar 8 

12:00pm 

International Festival Planning 

Meeting 

Help make this event a success.  See 

how to get involved on page 3.  

 Sun, Mar 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins Donõt forget to turn your clocks 

ahead by 1 hour! 

 Wed, Mar 17 

Wed, Mar 24 

Early Dismissal (12:15pm) Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 Fri, Mar 19 

5:30-8:30pm 

Bridge School Annual 

International Festival 

Celebrate the cultural diversity of 

Bridge School!  Details on page 3. 

 Mon, Mar 22 Community Service ð Fruit Drive Brighten the day for those less 

fortunate!  Details on page 3. 

 Tue, Mar 23- 

Fri, Mar 26 

MCAS Testing Make sure your kids have a good 

breakfast!  Schedule on page 2. 

 Thu, Mar 25 Last day to earn Stop&Shop A+ 

Bonus Bucks 

Please stop & shop to earn cash for 

Bridge!  Find out more on page 5. 

 Fri, Mar 26 

7:00pm 

Fifth Grade Play:  The Merchant 
of Venice 

Come see our budding thespians!  

Details on page 3. 

 Sat, Mar 27 

8:30-9:30pm 

Earth Hour Help fight global warming! 

 Sat, Mar 27 

6:30pm-12:00am 

LEF "A Celebration for 

Education" Fundraiser 

Enjoy a night out while raising funds 

to support our outstanding public 

school system!  See page 5 for more. 

 Mon, Mar 29- 

Thu, Apr 1 

MCAS Testing Healthy bodies = healthy minds!  

Schedule on page 2. 

 Fri, Apr 2 Holiday ð No School Good Friday 

 Wed, Apr 7 2nd and 3rd Grade-hosted PTA 

Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 

Show your appreciation for the 

Bridge staff!  Read more on page 4. 

 Fri, Apr 9 

6:30-8:30pm 

Spring Fling Social 2010 Save the Date!  Tickets will go on 

sale in the beginning of March.  See 

page 4 on how to help. 

 
CAFETERIA INFORMATION 

Lunch:  Cost $3.25 
Milk only:  Cost $0.75 

 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 

 Which month do soldiers hate most? 
 The month of March!  

http://bridge.lexingtonma.org/
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Dear Bridge Parents and Guardians ð  

The work of the Site Council reflects the results of the needs assessment survey administered to our community every three years.  

The results of the last survey identified enrichment as a need.  In response, our Site Council has spent the bulk of its time this year 

exploring ways that we can increase enrichment opportunities for our students during and after school.  The in-school part is ongoing 

as the faculty continues to look for ways to differentiate instruction in the classroom or between classrooms.  Several grade levels 

have experimented with regrouping students across a grade level regularly or periodically to provide challenge, remediation, or practice 

learning activities for students.  Differentiation of instruction is a priority for the school and the district and efforts will continue. 

We found that parents are very interested in after-school club-type enrichment activities for their children.  The Site Council is 

exploring ways to provide interest-based enrichment.  One avenue we have accessed is what is called an extra duty stipend supported 

by the school budget.  These stipends are available to teachers who provide activities such as drama, sports teams, math clubs, etc. 

mostly at the high school or middle schools.  Since the positions are budget-based, they are limited.  This year, there are only funds 

for five new positions for the entire district.  We applied for two positions: Math Club (directed by Dan Garland, Grade 5) and Primary 

Drama Club (directed by Jill OõReilly, Grade 1).  Currently we have one extra duty stipend position (Shakespeare Players, Leslie Colby, 

Grade 5).  We have no guarantee whatsoever of getting either of the other two positions. 

The other idea we have is for a parent-run volunteer enrichment program.  We have asked the PTA Board to consider identifying a new 

position:  Enrichment Program Coordinator.  This person would elicit parent interest in sharing their talents with a group of interested 

students, liaison with the office for space, advertise the offerings, etc.  Volunteers would develop their own plan (# sessions, # 

students, day, cost for materials, etc.).  This could be a wonderful opportunity to involve parents in school as role models and for 

students to see parents in a different light. 

FYI - A third of the Bridge School faculty will be offering courses this summer through Lexplorations! 

Until next week, 

Dr. Jade Reitman 
Principal 

From the Desk of the Principal 

CHESS CLUB FOR ALL AGES AND LEVELS 

Thursdays 12:30-1:30pm starting March 11th 

Learn to play the most popular game ever 

invented:  the game of strategy and problem  

solving.  The chess class will be taught by Kent Leung, an 

award-winning chess coach and president of the International 

Chess Institute.  Kent has coached 7 State Champions and 6 

National Champions in the past 7 years, (a U.S record). 

The benefits of chess go far beyond the board itself.  Chess is 

one of the oldest and most challenging games.  It can provide 

important foundations for all aspects of a childõs life.  Children 

who learn chess gain increased concentration, self-esteem, 

pattern recognition, enhanced reasoning, logic, science, and 

cognitive skills, self-discipline, and understanding the 

consequences of making mistakes. 

Now is your chance to bring your game to the next level.  The 

class is appropriate for all levels.  Whether you are beginner or 

a more advanced player you can learn the strategies that will 

make you a better chess player.  Best part of all:  CHESS IS 

FUN! 

Class runs every Thursday for 10-weeks starting Thursday 

March 11th from 12:30-1:30pm, $100 per session. 

 

BRIDGE SCHOOL SCIENCE NIGHT 

Thursday, March 11th, 6-8pm 

PTA-sponsored Bridge School Science Night is 

this Thursday ð March 11th.  Bridge School Science  

Night is an annual event where talented Bridge School 

parents lead interactive science and technology projects for 

the whole Bridge School Community.  Don't miss this year's 

fun activities.  Come join us! 

 

MCAS TESTING SCHEDULE 

Tue, Mar 23 Grade 4 Long Composition 

Wed, Mar 24 Grade 3 ELA 

Thu, Mar 25 Grade 3 ELA 

Fri, Mar 26 Grade 4 ELA 

Mon, Mar 29 Make-up 

Tue, Mar 30 Make-up 

Wed, Mar 31 Grade 4 ELA 

Thu, Apr 1 Make-up 

Mon, Apr 5 Grade 5 ELA 

Tue, Apr 6 Grade 5 ELA 

Wed, Apr 7 Grade 4 Long Composition 

Make-up 

Thu, Apr 8 Make-up 
Fri, Apr 9 Make-up 
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BRIDGE SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

Friday, March 19th, 5:30-8:30pm 

Get ready!  There are just nine days until the 

International Festival! 

Come take a whirlwind trip to over 20 countries all in the Bridge 

cafeteria.  Try your hand at Philippine tinikling and create a 

Mexican Ojo de Dios in the gym.  Finally, enjoy global 

entertainment including Chinese Yo-Yo and Japanese Kabuki. 

 Hall monitors needed for the night of the event 

We need your support!  Volunteer for a 45-minute shift as a 

hall monitor.  This is a great way to get involved with a 

relatively modest time commitment.  Please contact Cary 

Morse at troop.morse@verizon.net. 

 Admission 

Come in some kind of ethnic costume and get free admission 

to the festival!  Otherwise admission is $1 per person.  

Proceeds will be donated to the Partners in Health Stand 

With Haiti fund. 

 Pizza 

The Eco-Bridge committee will sell pizza at the festival for 

$2.00 a slice. 

 Not a drop off event 

Please note that all elementary and middle school students 

who attend the festival must be accompanied by an adult. 

 Next meeting of the International Festival Committee 

Friday, March 12th, 12:15 pm, 32 Middle Street.  New 

members always welcome! 

Questions?  Contact Cary Morse at troop.morse@verizon.net. 

 

BRIDGE SCHOOL'S FRUIT DRIVE 

Fruit for the hungry! 

On March 22nd the Community Service Committee 

will cook and serve dinner to the hungry at the  

Bristol Lodge in Waltham, a soup kitchen that serves around 80 

men and women each evening.  In addition to serving a casserole 

meal, salad, rolls and dessert, we would like to also provide fruit 

for the men and women to take with them after the meal.  In 

the past, we have provided quick breads (e.g. banana bread) to 

distribute to the patrons of Bristol Lodge after the meal.  This 

was a success, but last year we noticed that the fruit (apples, 

oranges and bananas) were always the first to run out.  This 

year, the Community Service Committee has decided to provide 

fresh fruit instead of breads.  We need YOUR help!  Please 

consider picking up a bag of oranges or a box of clementines on 

your next trip to the grocery store.  We hope to collect enough 

fresh produce (oranges) in the few days before we serve the 

meal so that all the patrons can leave with a few pieces of fruit. 

Please place any orange donations in the crate on the front steps 

22 Fairbanks Road on Sundaym March 21st or before 3:30pm on 

Monday, March 22nd.  Please email Joy McCallum at 

jmccallum@rcn.com if you have any questions. 

 

BRIDGE SCHOOL SHAKESPEARE PLAYERS PRESENT 

"THE MERCHANT OF VENICEó 

òAll that glisters is not goldéó 

Come see and hear the original context of this 

oft quoted idiom as the Bridge School 

Shakespeare Players present: 

òThe Merchant of Veniceó 

The Bridge School Shakespeare Players have a long tradition at 

Bridge and are responsible for igniting within our students a keen 

sense of appreciation of the theatrical arts.  Founded by 5th grade 

teacher Leslie R. Colby and supported by an all volunteer staff of 

5th graders, past production members and parents, each spring the 

group produces one of Shakespeareõs masterpieces.  The Players 

are responsible for all aspects of the production including stage 

management, costume design and fabrication, set design and 

construction, and publicity. 

Written around 1596, William Shakespeare's The Merchant of 

Venice is a highly entertaining tale packed with witty dialogue, 

philosophizing and plenty of comic interludes.  This abridged 

version of the play has been adapted for children by noted 

dramatist, Tom Stoppard, and has been performed by young people 

throughout the world. 

The performance of The Merchant of Venice will be held on: 

Friday, March 26th at 7:00pm 

Bridge School Cafeteria 

Admission is free 

The hour-long performance is recommended for people 9 years old 

and up. 

Also open to the public is the full dress rehearsal which will take 

place on Thursday, March 25th at the Bridge Cafeteria at 4:00pm. 

òThe playõs the thing!ó 

 

BRIDGE TO HOME INFO 

 Articles must be approved by Dr. 

Reitman or be from authorized 

Bridge and/or PTA sources 

 Next Deadline: 

Friday, Mar 12th, 12 noon 

 Submit by email to Edi Chan at 

echan.b2h@gmail.com 

 

LOST & FOUND 

The Lost & Found is quite full with winter clothing!  

Beware:  It is purged regularly and lost items are given 

to charity, so please check often for your child's lost 

belongings.  While your childõs clothing should be labeled, it is 

not a guarantee that they will be returned. 

The Lost & Found is located in the main hallway.  Enter the 

front door and keep walking straight until you see exit doors 

leading out to the back of the school.  Just before the doors 

on the left wall, there are hooks and shelves with all the lost 
and found. 

 

mailto:troop.morse@verizon.net
mailto:troop.morse@verizon.net
mailto:jmccallum@rcn.com
mailto:echan.b2h@gmail.com
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PTA TEACHER APPRECIATION BREAKFASTS 

THANK YOU to all of the Kindergarten and 1st Grade Parents for 

generously donating all of the food, drink, and supply needs for 

this Wednesday's K&1 hosted Teacher-Staff Appreciation 

Breakfast. 

The schedule for the remaining two appreciation breakfasts are: 

 Wednesday, April 7th:  2nd and 3rd Grade 

hosted PTA breakfast 

 Wednesday, May 5th:  4th and 5th Grade 

hosted breakfast 

PARENTS:  Please e-mail PTA Coordinator, Sybil Martin at 

sybil.martin@gmail.com with any food/drink donations or 

questions.  Drop off donations in the Teacher's Lounge at 7:30am. 

 

LEXINGTON LITTLE LEAGUE 

KINDERGARTEN, FIRST & SECOND GRADE GIRLS & BOYS 

PLAY SOFTBALL / BASEBALL THIS SPRING!! 

 

KINDERGARTEN & FIRST GRADE GIRLS: 

SIGN UP FOR SOFTBALL T-BALL LEAGUE 

Questions:  Call Colleen Gustafson at 781.862.4682 

SECOND GRADE GIRLS: 

SIGN UP FOR SOFTBALL FARM LEAGUE 
Questions:  Call Kathie Keagul at 781.862.1425 

KINDERGARTEN BOYS: 

SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL T-BALL 6 LEAGUE 

Questions:  Call Shane Arnold at 781.274.9710 

FIRST GRADE BOYS: 

SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL T-BALL 7 LEAGUE 

Questions:  Call Shane Arnold at 781.274.9710 

SECOND GRADE BOYS: 

SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL FARM LEAGUE 

Questions:  Email Bruce G. at greenieee@yahoo.com 

Opening Day Parade / Team Photos are Saturday, May 1st.  

Register online at: 

https://secure.adminsports.net/lexingtonmalittleleague. 

Lexington Little League is not affiliated with the Town of 

Lexington or the Lexington Public Schools. 

BRIDGE SPRING FLING SOCIAL 

Friday, April 9th 

6:30-8:30pm 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!! ð Watch backpacks 

for flyer with order form!! 

Say goodbye to winter and hello to spring with the Bridge 

community!  Join us for this yearõs Spring Fling dancing and 

dessert party.  Event will include a dessert café, Ari the DJ, a 

movie room, childrenõs activities, a pizza booth, and more! 

We need volunteers to scoop ice cream, serve desserts, take 

tickets, greet guests, etc.  One-hour shifts available ð work a 

little, play a little ð lots of time to enjoy the evening with your 

family and friends.  To help, please contact Susan Morin at 

sc_morin@yahoo.com. 

Parents:  Please note that Spring Fling is a family evening, not 

a drop off event.  Thanks! 

 
 

*** THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT *** 
Parents should call the school by 8:30am 

when their child is going to be 
absent or late. 

STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 

781.861.2510; press 6; press 1 

 

 
  

ACT PRESENTS: 

2010: MUSIC, MOTHER GOOSE, MFA & MORE 

The 2010 ACT season kicked off with The 

Pumpernickel Puppet Theatre's version of The 

Frog Prince with spirited comparisons of the  

latest film version among Bridge School's youngest students.  In 

February, cellist Sandy Kiefer's whimsical stories were narrated 

by her beautiful instrument to spellbound 1st and 2nd graders.  

For many, this was a first introduction to this string instrument.  

Don't be surprised if requests for lessons follow! 

A visit by Mother Goose this week will be an adventure in 

language as she shares her beloved poems and stories and 

discussions with the kindergartens.  Sorry, but the Goose will be 

on vacation.  That same week, the 5th grade will visit the Museum 

of Fine Arts with Ms. Murray to explore many of the works and 

techniques they have had the good fortune to experience right in 

their own studio classes. 

In April, Darden Smith returns at the request of our 3rd grade 

faculty with his Be An Artist program.  The workshop utilizes  

many of the elements of our own Open Circle program but loaded 

with rock and roll and guided by this singer/songwriter from 

Austin.  In May, the year will conclude with an all-school 

assembly. 

Arts Created Together aspires to bring as many art forms as 

possible for our children to experience.  We travel the world 

from Africa to Hawaii, explore dance, theater and fine arts, all 

with the hope that one of these events will be a key that unlocks 

a lifelong appreciation, maybe even a passion for the creative 

process. 

It is only through the generosity of Bridge parents that our 

program is able to bring these incredible artist/teachers to our 

students.  Please accept our deepest thanks. 

The ACT Committee 

 

mailto:sybil.martin@gmail.com
mailto:greenieee@yahoo.com
https://secure.adminsports.net/lexingtonmalittleleague
mailto:sc_morin@yahoo.com.
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A Celebration for Education 

Saturday, March 27, 2010 

6:30pmðmidnight 

The Westin Waltham-Boston 

70 Third Avenue, Waltham 

 6:30-8:00pm ð Reception with Silent Auction & LHS Jazz Band 

 8:00pmðmidnight ð Dinner & Dancing 

 Live Auction with Billy Costa 

 Music by Bostonõs premier classic rock band òFrench Lickó 

Please join us for Lexington Education Foundationõs annual 

celebration and largest fundraiser.  The LHS Jazz Combo will set 

the mood swinging during the reception and silent auction.  The 

silent auction will feature items of all types and value.  Dinner will 

start at 8:00pm, and before dessert is served, local radio 

personality Billy Costa will lead the live auction, encouraging a 

spirited bidding battle.  With the festivities underway and 

excitement high, Bostonõs premier classic rock band, òFrench Lickó 

will take the stage with a song list rooted in classic rock you can 

dance to. 

Show your School Spirit!  The program book, distributed to every 

guest at A Celebration for Education, will include a list of 

supporters from each school.  For $20 you can be School Supporter 

and help bring fresh ideas, new technology and innovative 

instruction in all of Lexingtonõs Public Schools. 

For more information about A Celebration for Education, to 

purchase tickets and/or a School Supporter listing, please visit the 

LEF website http://www.lexedfoundation.org, or call 781.372.3288.  

For incentive to dust of your dancing shoes, check out French Lickõs 

website http://www.frenchlickband.com or their most recent 

performance on YouTube! 

Founded in 1989, the Lexington Education Foundation is an 

independent 501 (c)(3) charitable organization committed to 

enhancing educational excellence.  Since its inception, LEF has 

awarded more than $2.9 million to Lexington educators through our 
competitive grants program. 

 

ECO-BRIDGE:  EARTH DAY 

Did you know that the April 22, 2010 is 

the 40th anniversary of Earth Day?  Some 

of us even remember the year 1970, when  

Gaylord Nelson, the US Senator from Wisconsin, called for 

nationwide rallies on behalf of the environment and a 

movement was born. 

Bridge School will be part of the Earth Day Anniversary and 

we need your help!  After vacation, Eco-Bridge will be having 

a meeting for anyone interested in making a difference for 

our environment, our school, and our childrenõs education, 

with many different ways to contribute.  We would love to 

have your ideas and your energy to make this Spring a green 

one for Bridge School. 

Interested in learning more about Earth Day?  Check out this 

website http://www.earthday.net.  Look for date and time of 

our Eco-Bridge organization meeting. 

For more info, email Marcia Gens:  gensfamily@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents: 

Please join a new program that benefits our school.  

Through March 25, 2010, Bridge School will have the 

opportunity to earn cash through the Stop&Shop A+ 

Bonus Bucks Program.  Itõs a simple way to contribute to 

our school while doing your routine shopping! 

All you have to do is: 

Log on to www.stopandshop.com/aplus to 

register your Stop&Shop card online 

OR 

Dial 1-877-275-2758 to register your 

card over the phone 

Use our school ID # 07624. 

After you register your card, each shopping trip at 

Stop&Shop using your Stop&Shop Card earns CASH for 

our school!  Each month, the amount of CASH awarded 

will be updated on the Stop&Shop website.  You can track 

the amount of points you earn for our school by checking 

your grocery receipt and online when you create an 

account at www.stopandshop.com.  Our school will 

receive a check at the end of the program.  The money 

can be used for any of our schoolõs educational needs. 

Remember, you must register your card NOW for our 

school to receive credit. Attending to this simple process 

makes a HUGE difference to our school. We need your 

support.  

Please be sure to register your card to benefit Bridge 

School using school ID # 07624. 

Also, donõt forget to encourage your friends and relatives 

to do the same!   

Thank you!  From the Bridge School PTA 

 

 

GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

We need your box tops!  An ongoing program at Bridge School 

allows us to raise considerable amounts of cash for 5th grade 

activities.  Itõs as easy as 1-2-3.  There are hundreds of 

products with the Box Top for Education coupon (cereal, 

Kleenex, Ziploc, etc.).  Each coupon is redeemed for cash for 

our school.  For a full list of products, log on to 

www.boxtops4education.com.  Donõt forget to tell your 

grandparents, friends, and neighbors that we need their 

coupons!  Drop your box tops off in the bottle on the PTA table 

in the lobby just inside the front door. 

 

http://www.lexedfoundation.org/
http://www.frenchlickband.com/
http://www.earthday.net/
mailto:gensfamily@gmail.com
http://www.stopandshop.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/

